SEED BLESSING & ANCESTRAL AGREEMENT

HAVE QUESTIONS?

These seeds are shared freely in the hope that
through this exchange, we will support health for
our communities, continue cultural traditions and
farming lifeways, and help protect Earth's
incredible diversity of seeds.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

In receiving these seeds, I commit to honoring
Indigenous Nations, Pueblo communities, and
other land-based Peoples who have protected and
passed on these seeds, and their stories, for
countless generations. I commit to acting with
care, respect and reverence as a guardian of these
seed teachers - and promise that I will never sell,
commodify, or exploit them in any way, as seeds
are a gift from Earth that give life. I commit to
planting, tending and harvesting these seeds in the
best way that I can, and to returning seeds back to
the library in the future when I am able. I recognize
that in choosing to care for these seeds, I take on
a responsibility to use my voice to speak for the
health of seeds, waters, and land - and to protect
against any attempts to steal, degrade, commodify,
or harm this precious heritage.
* When taking seeds from the library, all community
members are asked to sign this agreement. *

Mural by Alejandro López, Roger Montoya,
Arlene Jackson & community members

WANT TO DONATE OR GET INVOLVED
IN CARING FOR THE SEED LIBRARY?
espanolaseedlibrary@gmail.com
505-747-3259 (TWU office)
313 N Paseo De Oñate, Española, NM

The Española Healing Foods Seed
Library is a space for community to come
together to receive and share seeds which we can grow, save, and protect as
a source of food, medicine,
health and wellbeing.
The Española Healing Foods Seed Library was
designed and launched by an incredible group of
youth seed protectors: Alex, Amos, Amera, Brooke,
Cameron, Cruz, Chasity, Luis, Lauren, Monroe,
Mitchell, Melaki, and Santana.
The project came into
being through the vision of
Beata Tsosie-Peña (Tewa
Women United) and Sherry
Aragon (Española Library,
Director & Head Librarian)
- with project coordination
by Emily Arasim. Seed
library logo design by Sherry Aragon.

All of the seeds in the library are given
freely, but we know that seeds
are a precious gift.
Seeds are life and are at the heart of our memory,
histories, cultures, and traditions
as Peoples of these lands in New Mexico.
A project of the Española Public Library;
and the City of Española and Tewa Women
United's Española Healing Foods Oasis

WHY HAVE SEEDS IN THE LIBRARY?

HOW TO USE THE SEED LIBRARY:

Libraries are open to the public, which means that
everyone of all ages and all backgrounds can
come to the library for stories, knowledge and
resources. This makes them a perfect place to
share seeds! There are more than 600 other seed
libraries in the U.S. - and hundreds more around
the world!

Please only take what you need and will use!
Respect the seed library, and leave plenty for
others. We recommend a limit
of 10 packets/person/year
1. Choose your seed packets - Seeds are
organized in drawers in groups such as
‘corn’, ‘beans’, ‘tomatoes’, ‘flowers’, ‘other
vegetables’. Return any seeds you do not
take back to where you found them.
2. Get a ‘Seed Caregiver Sign-Up’ form Fill out your contact info; sign the seed
agreement; and write down the names and
quantities of the seeds you’re taking home.
3. Give your form to the library front desk They will save it in a binder under your last
name. Next time you come back, ask for
your form and keep adding to it.

WHAT TYPE OF SEEDS
ARE IN THE LIBRARY?
Our seed library includes a diversity of seeds such
as vegetables and grains; herbs and flowers; and
seeds for food, for pollinators, for fiber and dyes,
and for restoration of land and water! We focus on
providing access to open-pollinated, non-GMO,
heirloom, and traditional seeds. To the best of our
knowledge, we do not share any genetically
modified, treated, or patented seeds.
Seeds to start the library were harvested at the
Española Healing Foods Oasis, and donated by
Northern New Mexico farmers and community
members; nurseries; and seed grants from several
heirloom seed companies.

DO I HAVE TO RETURN SEEDS?
You are not required to return seeds - but we hope
that everyone will choose to learn more about
saving their own seed, and then grow and return
some seeds to the library!
This will help us be able to keep sharing more
strong, locally adapted seeds with our
communities. Take home info pages about how to
save seeds - and check out a book from the library
to learn more seed steward skills!
Please fill out an ‘incoming seed donation’ form
when you bring seeds back.
* Please see the ‘Basic Seed Saving Guide’ for
more information on how to save seeds! *

WHY DO WE SAVE & SHARE SEEDS?
The practice of saving and passing down seeds from
hand to hand - amongst families and neighbors,
between tribes, and across regions - has been
maintained for countless generations amongst New
Mexico’s Indigenous Peoples, Acequia and land based
communities.
Over time - economic, social, political, and other
changes at the national and global level have pressured
and coerced farmers to stop saving their own seeds,
and instead purchase commercial seeds and chemical
inputs to grow food.
In New Mexico, land based Peoples have continued to
protect and save their seeds despite these challenges but threats remain, and we need to continue to work
together everyday to prevent dangerous losses of
biodiversity, knowledge, stories, and skills.
Saving and sharing seeds gives us all the power to help
ensure that this vital cultural heritage is protected and
continues to be passed on to future generations. It
affirms our cultural, spiritual and communal rights and
relations with seeds - and is an act of resistance against
those who would genetically modify, commodify, or
claim ownership over seeds.
Seed saving promotes food access and food security and also food and seed sovereignty, which is our ability
to have self determination and make our own decisions
about our communities health, food and farming. It
strengthens our ability to provide for ourselves, and not
be so dependent on outside sources for survival.
By saving seeds together, we help increase the
availability of local seeds that are adapted to our unique
place and people - including resilience in the face of
droughts and a changing climate.
Seed saving helps us connect more deeply with Earth,
our traditions, families and home-places - and helps
nurture a culture of sharing, care and abundance in our
region.

